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V.P. Singh, who was the Indian Consul
General in Toronto when Soft Target came
out, was quoted in the June 22, 1989 issue of
the Washington Times, as saying that Sikhs
who support Khalistan are terrorists. The
Council of Khalistan, which leads the Sikh
struggle to liberate Khalistan, openly repu-
diated militancy and has an 18-year record of
working to free Khalistan by peaceful, demo-
cratic, nonviolent means.

Indian police arrested human-rights activ-
ist Jaswant Singh Khalra after he exposed
their policy of mass cremation of Sikhs, in
which over 50,000 Sikhs have been arrested,
tortured, and murdered, then their bodies
were declared unidentified and secretly cre-
mated. Khalra was murdered in police cus-
tody. His body was not given to his family.
No one has been brought to justice for the
kidnapping and murder of Jaswant Singh
Khalra. The police never released the body of
former Jathedar of the Akal Takht Gurdev
Singh Kaunke after SSP Swaran Singh
Ghotna murdered him. He has never been
tried for the Jathedar Kaunke murder. In
1994, the U.S. State Department reported
that the Indian government had paid over
41,000 cash bounties for killing Sikhs.

Missionary Graham Staines was murdered
along with his two sons, ages 8 and 10, by a
mob of militant, fundamentalist Hindu na-
tionalists who set fire to the jeep, sur-
rounded it, and chanted ‘Victory to
Hannuman,” a Hindu god. None of the people
involved has been tried. The persons who
have murdered priests, raped nuns, and
burned Christian churches have not been
charged or tried. The murderers of 2,000 to
5,000 Muslims in Gujarat have never been
brought to trial. An Indian newspaper re-
ported that the police were ordered not to
get involved in that massacre, a frightening
parallel to the Delhi massacre of Sikhs in
1984.

India is not one country; it is a polyglot
thrown together for the convenience of the
British colonialists. It is doomed to break up
as they did. Last year, the Punjab Legisla-
tive Assembly passed a bill cancelling the
government’s daylight robbery of Punjab
river water. The Assembly explicitly stated
the sovereignty of Punjab.

‘“The Indian regime stands exposed for the
bloody tyranny that it is,” said Dr. Aulakh.
“This verdict is a major setback to their re-
pressive drive for hegemony over all of South
Asia,” he said. ‘“This is a victory not only for
the Sikh Nation, but for freedom-loving peo-
ple everywhere.”’

“I urge the international community to
help us free Khalistan from Indian occupa-
tion,” Dr. Aulakh said. ‘“Freedom is the
birthright of all people and nations,” he said.
““As Professor Darshan Singh, a former
Jathedar of the Akal Takht, said, ‘If a Sikh
is not for Khalistan, he is not a Sikh’,”” Dr.
Aulakh noted. “We must continue to press
for freedom,” he said. ‘“Without political
power, religions cannot flourish and nations
perish. A sovereign Khalistan is essential for
the survival of the Sikh religion and the
Sikh Nation.”
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Atascosa County Commissioner
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Freddie Ogden for his dedicated service to the
peli)/f)le of Texas. ) )

r. Ogden was born in Poteet, TX, in 1950.
He attended Poteet High School, and began
his career in public service soon after, working
for Atascosa County Precinct 2 as a motor
grader operator. Beginning in 1975, he worked
for the Atascosa County Sheriff's Office, and
in 1976, he graduated from the Alamo Area
Law Enforcement Academy and became Po-

lice Chief for the city of Poteet.

While continuing his career as a law en-
forcement officer, Freddie Ogden also married
Danna Roby, moved to Charlotte, TX, and
raised two sons, one of whom has continued
the family tradition of law enforcement as a
corrections officer. Mr. Ogden began working
for the Atascosa County Sheriff's Office in
1978, and was promoted to Assistant Chief
Deputy and Chief Deputy Sheriff in 1982 and
1984. He was recognized for his extraordinary
service, winning Law Enforcement Officer of
the Year in 1985.

Mr. Ogden was rewarded for his service
with an appointment as County Commissioner
of Atascosa Precinct 3, a post which he still
holds. He further contributes to the public
good through his work as a volunteer deputy
for the Atascosa County Sheriff.

Mr. Speaker, Freddie Ogden remains a tire-
less public servant, and | applaud his energy,
competence, and dedication.

——

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ATHENS ROTARY
CLUB

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to commemorate two significant an-
niversaries of Rotary International. On Feb-
ruary 23, 2005, Rotary International celebrated
its 100th anniversary. From its humble roots in
Chicago, lllinois, Rotary International has
grown into a worldwide organization of busi-
ness and professional leaders whose mission
is to provide humanitarian service, encourage
high ethical standards in all vocations, and
help build goodwill and peace in the world.
Since 1943, Rotary International has distrib-
uted more than $1.1 billion to combat polio,
promote cultural exchanges, and encourage
community service.

| also want to provide special recognition to
an important member of this outstanding orga-
nization, the Rotary Club of Athens, Texas, on
the occasion of their 75th anniversary on De-
cember 1, 2004. Throughout its seventy-five
year history, the Athens Rotary Club has
achieved great successes in carrying out the

mission of Rotary International.
In past years, the Athens Rotary Club has

raised money to combat Polio, provided schol-
arships to two seniors from each high school
in Henderson County, and sponsored ex-
change students from around the world. In ad-
dition, the club is active with the Boy Scouts
of America, the Henderson County 4H club,
the YMCA, the local Food Pantry, and numer-
ous other charitable and civic organizations in
and around Athens, Texas.
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Through these actions, the Rotary Club of
Athens, Texas, has exemplified the values of
service and charity that lie at the heart of
American society. As the congressional rep-
resentative of the members of this outstanding
organization, it is my distinct pleasure to be
able to honor them today on the floor of the
United States House of Representatives.

IN RECOGNITION OF ELAINE
GROTHMANN FOR HER 30 YEARS
OF SERVICE TO THE CONTRA
COSTA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF
EMPLOYMENT AND HUMAN
SERVICES

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the career accomplishments of Elaine
Grothmann for her 30 years of service to the
Contra Costa County Department of Employ-
ment and Human Services.

Ms. Grothmann represents the highest
standards of professionalism in her life work
with the Department. She is respected and
trusted by her colleagues for her sincerity,
constancy, and the outstanding quality of her
work. Her managers know that when Elaine
takes on an assignment, the end product is
going to be assured, timely, and a credit to the
Department.

Over her career, Elaine’s work has bene-
fited a wide range of the Department’'s cus-
tomers, including dependent children, refu-
gees, foster children, and parents entering and
reentering the job market after having received
welfare. She has been an innovator and main-
stay of programs for CalWORKSs participants,
creating and implementing services in child
care, substance abuse, mental health, and
learning disabilities that buoy employability.
The training program she spearheaded for
CalWORKs participants to become licensed
child care providers and preschool teachers is
an inspired, lasting design that continues to
meet multiple, compatible needs of the partici-
pants.

Elaine’s respect for those who are served
by the Department shows in her work on their
behalf and confers respect on the Department.
Her creativity, expertise, dedication, and ami-
ability—not to mention her affinity for good
times and monthly trips to Disneyland—are
going to be missed by everyone who has
worked with Elaine and benefited from her
good work.

| thank Elaine Grothmann for her career
contributions to the Contra Costa County De-
partment of Employment and Human Services,
and | wish her a well-deserved retirement in
the community she has done so much to im-
prove.
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SUPPORTING THE HOUSE DEMOC-
RACY ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
RESOLUTION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H. Res. 135, the
House Democracy Assistance Commission
Resolution. This Resolution forms a commis-
sion within the House of Representatives to
assist emerging democracies around the
world. As the standard-bearer for a modern
democratic nation, it is only fitting that Con-
gress lend its expertise to all countries at-
tempting to follow our example.

In the previous decade, Congress formed a
task force to provide equipment and technical
assistance to emerging democracies in East-
ern and Central Europe. The results of that
task force, known as the “Frost-Solomon Task
Force,” can be seen in the strengthening of
the democratic institutions in these countries.
The recent elections in Ukraine are a perfect
example of how democracy is beginning to
take hold in these nations. One of the hall-
marks of a truly democratic nation is the
smooth transition of power from one political
party to another. While democracy eventually
prevailed in Ukraine, the political turmoil dur-
ing its elections serves as a reminder of how
new and fragile these democracies are. It is
crucial that we, as a nation, continue to sup-
port all countries in their progress towards
maintaining a stable democracy.

The establishment of a commission to lend
assistance to these emerging democracies is
an important and common-sense action Con-
gress can take to support and foster the global
spread of democracy. This commission will
lend experience and expertise to nations
around the world. It will further allow members
and staff of parliaments of selected countries
to visit the House of Representatives and its
support agencies in order to gain first hand
knowledge. This commission is a valuable and
cost-effective diplomatic tool our nation can
employ to assist in spreading the freedom of
democracy around the world.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to support the
formation of a commission to assist emerging
democracies. | urge my colleagues’ support
for this important legislation.

———

RECOGNITION OF BATON ROUGE
MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL AS A
WINNER OF THE KENNEDY CEN-
TER CREATIVE TICKET NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL OF DISTINCTION
AWARD

HON. WILLIAM J. JEFFERSON

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize a valued educational institution—
Baton Rouge Magnet High School—a 2003-
04 school year Winner of the Kennedy Center
Alliance for Arts Education Network Creative
Ticket National School of Distinction Award.
This school is an institution that combines
academic excellence with tradition, achieving
excellence in the arts.
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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts has recognized five schools as
recipients for the 2003-04 award. The Cre-
ative Ticket National School of Distinction
Award recognizes schools that have done an
outstanding job of making the arts an essential
part of the education of their students.

In addition to their recognition of excellence
in the Performing Arts by the Kennedy Center,
Baton Rouge Magnet High School held its
Blue Ribbon award ceremony on Thursday,
October 23, 2003. The Blue Ribbon Schools
Programs honors public and private K-12
schools which are academically superior in
their states or that demonstrate dramatic gains
in student achievement. BRMHS is one of only
two public high schools, and five total schools
in Louisiana, and one of 248 nationally recog-
nized as Blue Ribbon schools. It is the second
time Baton Rouge Magnet High has been rec-
ognized with the honor. It is an award colleges
look favorably in when reviewing students’ re-
sumes.

Thank you, Baton Rouge Magnet High
School for your many years of dedication to
quality education, arts programs and your out-
standing representation of Louisiana.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF THE FARM LABOR ORGA-
NIZING COMMITTEE

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise tonight to
honor the Farm Labor Organizing Committee
(FLOC) and their historic achievements.

For more than 35 years, FLOC has rep-
resented the guest workers who labor in our
fields and farms bringing food to our tables.
They are striving to achieve the American
dream, a good-paying job in a safe workplace
and the ability to provide for their families.
Something that everyone in America can un-
derstand.

Under the leadership of FLOC’s president,
Baldemar Velasquez, the organization has
achieved historic gains—including the first
labor agreement in U.S. history to cover guest
workers. Other significant achievements in-
clude increasing workers wages, improving
worker housing, and protection against harm-
ful pesticides. FLOC’s actions will provide a
safer working environment for its members
and a better product for the consumer.

Today, FLOC will open an office in
Monterrey, Mexico, it’s first outside the U.S.
The office will help oversee the recruitment
and transportation of guest workers. All of us
have heard the nightmarish stories of coyotes
smuggling workers across the border only to
have the workers trapped in de-facto inden-
tured servitude or perish in the unsafe cross-
ing. FLOC has worked to bring workers to the
U.S. legally, informing them of their rights as
guest workers.

Without FLOC’s assistance, so many work-
ers would fall through the cracks. Today | cel-
ebrate FLOC’s accomplishments and success.
Their legacy is greater than the agreements
signed. Their legacy is a workforce that is paid
a living wage and laboring in a safe environ-
ment. Their legacy is hope.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF ATASCOSA COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONER DAVID CABALLERO

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Atascosa County Commissioner David
Caballero for undertaking a lifetime of distin-
guished public service.

Commissioner Caballero has followed in the
footsteps of his father, who was once a long-
serving Atascosa Constable, in seeking an
elected position of leadership. After serving his
first term, his tireless devotion to ensuring that
Atascosa County continues to develop eco-
nomically, creating more jobs for the constitu-
ents he serves, led him to pursue and win
term of service as County Commissioner.

Most importantly, Commissioner Caballero
has continued to hold the values of commu-
nity, faith and family in the highest regard.
Nothing exemplifies this more than his com-
mitted participation with the Pleasanton Little
League, St. Andrews Catholic Church of
Pleasanton, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church of
Leming, and the Verdi Community Center.

He has spearheaded and now hosts an An-
nual Easter Egg Hunt that serves as an excel-
lent opportunity to draw the entire community
of families together in his precinct. Commis-
sioner Caballero most deserves recognition for
choosing to be an agent for real change, fo-
cusing on making government smarter and
serving his constituency while saving his
County money.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to stand in recogni-
tion of the dedication of Atascosa County
Commissioner David Caballero.

———

A TRIBUTE TO FLORA DUNAIANS,
29TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR—2005

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our Nation’s women during
the month of March. It is an honor to pay
homage to outstanding women who are mak-
ing a difference in my Congressional District.

| would like to recognize an outstanding
woman in my Congressional District, Ms. Flora
Dunaians. For many years, Flora has brought
an abounding spirit and energy to her service
in the community. Those fortunate enough to
meet and work with Flora instantly recognize
her enthusiasm and passion for helping oth-
ers, especially on behalf of the Armenian
American community and the arts.

Born and raised in Pasadena, Flora Jane
Calusdian married George Dunaians in 1958
and they had 2 daughters, Gigi and Suzie. In
1968 the Dunaians formed their own business,
Western Medical Supply, Inc., where Flora is
currently the Vice President and Secretary.

Flora is devoted to her church and commu-
nity. For over 40 years, Flora has been active
at St. Gregory the llluminator Armenian Apos-
tolic Church, serving as Trustee and member
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